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David Haugh: At the midseason point, 
Bears coach has done enough to 
keep his job. Chicago Sports 


RAISE ROOF 
FOR TEACHER 


The Cadillac Palace is jumping with 
“School of Rock,” Lloyd Webber’s 
musical based on the movie. AtE 
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Tainted 
veterans 
charity 
dissolved 


State suit charged 
little went to needy 
in ‘egregious fraud’ 


By DAVID JACKSON 
AND GARY MARX 
Chicago Tribune 


The Rockford charity 
called VietNow National 
Headquarters Inc. raised 
more than $15 million 
during the past 10 years 
with appeals to help veter- 
ans racked by joblessness 
and post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

But more than 80 per- 
cent of those donations 
were kept by for-profit 
telemarketers, records 
show, and much of the rest 
was used for adminis- 
trative costs. 

Now that lucrative 
fundraising machine is be- 
ing shut down. 

Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan on Monday an- 
nounced a settlement led 
by Illinois and 23 other 
states to dissolve VietNow, 
which also goes under the 
name VeteransNow. The 
charity is being forced to 
stop operations, and its 
remaining assets will be 
distributed to two legiti- 
mate charities, according 
to Madigan and court re- 
cords. 

Madigan sued the char- 
ity after a 2015 Tribune 
investigation revealed that 
VietNow spent just a frac- 
tion of its donations on 
programs to help military 
veterans. State attorneys 
general from across the 
country soon joined Madi- 
gan’s lawsuit and took 
other enforcement ac- 
tions. 

“For years VietNow has 
scammed donations from 
people who thought their 
money would be used to 
support necessary serv- 
ices for our military veter- 
ans,” Madigan said in an- 
nouncing the settlement. 
“Instead, VietNow pock- 
eted donations and did 
virtually nothing for veter- 
ans. Today’s settlement fi- 
nally will put an end to 
VietNow’s egregious 
fraud.” 

To settle Madigan’s 
Cook County lawsuit, 
VietNow agreed to a court 
order that removes all 14 
of the organization’s board 
members and bans its four 
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Sherri Pomeroy and her husband, the Rev. Frank Pomeroy, embrace Monday in Sutherland Springs, Texas. Their daughter died in Sunday’s attack. 


Authorities ask how 


Faith leaders 
navigate tricky 
waters of safety 
issues, worship 


By MANYA BRACHEAR 
PASHMAN 
Chicago Tribune 


The Rev. Kurt Hartrich 
doesn’t know what more 
he can do to keep his 
parishioners safe. They al- 
ready must cross two 
thresholds and pass 
muster with security 
guards before they can 
enter the worship space at 
St. Peter’s in the Loop 
Catholic Church to pray. 

Still, some parishioners 
frown on the idea of a 
security guard clearing 
them for worship, even if 
it’s for their own protec- 
tion. 

“People say ‘You're a 
church. Why do you have 
these security people?’ ” 
said Hartrich, a Francis- 
can friar who oversees five 
Masses every weekday at 


NANCY STONE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Gilbert Matthews, a former police officer, is public safe- 
ty director for St. Peter’s Catholic Church in the Loop. 


the downtown church. 
“We certainly want every- 
body to feel welcome. ... At 
the same time, if the secu- 
rity guards really feel it’s a 
possible security risk, they 
would take care of that.” 
Alarmed by the mass 
shooting at a small South- 
ern Baptist church in 
South Texas, Chicago- 
area congregations of all 
sizes are trying to find a 
balance between acting 


out their mission of pro- 
viding an open, welcom- 
ing environment to those 
who visit and keeping 
both newcomers and 
regulars safe. 

The same issue has long 
dogged synagogues, 
where threats of violence 
are not uncommon and 
membership has been in 
decline. Some churches 
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Review launched on failed 
process that allowed Tex. 
gunman to buy firearms 


By Eva RUTH 
MORAVEC AND 
MARK BERMAN 
The Washington Post 


SUTHERLAND 
SPRINGS, Texas — The 
Air Force launched an 
internal review Monday 
into why it failed to pro- 
vide key information to 
the FBI that should have 
prevented the attacker 
who killed more than two 
dozen people at a church 
service from purchasing 
firearms. While serving in 
the Air Force, the gunman 
— Devin Kelley, 26 — was 
convicted by a general 
court-martial on two 
charges of domestic as- 
sault. 

Also on Monday, law 
enforcement officials said 
the massacre occurred 
amid an ongoing “domes- 
tic situation” involving the 


gunman and his relatives, 
at least one of whom had 
attended the church. 

The Air Force acknowl- 
edged that Kelley’s offense 
was not entered into a 
national database, which 
meant he was able to pass 
background checks to pur- 
chase weapons. Kelley 
was convicted on charges 
of assaulting his then-wife 
and stepson and served 12 
months in confinement 
before being released in 
2014 with a bad-conduct 
discharge. 

“Federal law prohibited 
him from buying or pos- 
sessing firearms after this 
conviction,” Ann Stefanek, 
an Air Force spokeswom- 
an, said in a statement. 

Texas-based sporting 
goods chain Academy 
Sports & Outdoors con- 
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helped support 


By LOLLY BOWEAN 
Chicago Tribune 


creative crafts. 


Bronzeville center 


iconic black artists 


Inits Bronzeville neigh- 
borhood, the South Side 
Community Arts Center is 
known as a space that 
celebrates the fine arts, 
and it’s recognized as a 
place where residents 
learn how to master their 


But on Tuesday, the 
center will be named a 


National Treasure, a move 
its supporters and admin- 
istrators hope will elevate 
its reputation far beyond 
the city. 

“This will increase our 
public profile, and people 
who didn’t know about us 
before will know us now,” 
said Masequa Myers, exe- 
cutive director of the cen- 
ter. “This new relationship 
will make available re- 
sources and give us expo- 
sure that the center de- 
serves. We will be a bigger 
part of the tourism promo- 
tion, and visitors to the city 
will know the South Side 


Revered on South Side, 
now a National Treasure 


Community Arts Center is 
a place you must see.” 
Administrators with 
the National Trust for His- 
toric Preservation will ap- 
pear at the handsome 
brick building on South 
Michigan Avenue to make 
the official announcement 
Tuesday morning. There, 
they will be joined by staff 
from the center, along 
with a collective of artists 
who have been touched by 
the organization’s work. 
“The South Side Com- 
munity Arts Center helps 
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Office manager Natalie Battles-Reed poses with a collection of photographs by Tony 
Smith at Bronzeville’s South Side Community Art Center on Saturday. 


“The center has long been a beacon of tolerance and understanding, using art to enrich the community.” 


— Stephanie Meeks, president and CEO of the National Trust for Historic Preservation 


Tom Skilling’s forecast ~s High 45 Low3 


0 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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